
2022 TENATIVE IAR Testing at Crestwood School 

IAR (Illinois Assessment of Readiness) Testing is tentatively scheduled for March 7h 

– April 22nd, 2022.  You will receive information on ways to help prepare your child 

for this important test. All tests will be taken on the computer.  Please review the 

weekly flyer with your child to ensure they do their best on the test!  

 

 
 

❖ It is very important that your child attends school on testing days.  Please do not schedule 

appointments on the dates your child is scheduled to test. 

❖ Visit www.crestwood.k12.il.us and click on the IAR tab for more ways to help prepare your child. 

IAR Subjects Tested 

Grade 3 

ELA Unit Times  Math Unit Times 

Unit 1- 75 minutes  Unit 1- 60 minutes 

Unit 2- 75 minutes  Unit 2- 60 minutes 

Unit 3-75 minutes  Unit 3- 60 minutes 

Grades 4-5 

ELA Unit Times  Math Unit Times 

Unit 1- 90 minutes  Unit 1- 60 minutes 

Unit 2- 90 minutes  Unit 2- 60 minutes 

Unit 3-90 minutes  Unit 3- 60 minutes 

     

Grades 6-8 

ELA Unit Times  Math Unit Times 

Unit 1- 90 minutes  Unit 1- 60 minutes 

Unit 2- 90 minutes  Unit 2- 60 minutes 

Unit 3—90 minutes  Unit 3- 60 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tentative Testing Dates 

8th Grade 

March 7, 9, 11 

7th Grade 

March 24, 28, 30 

6th Grade 

March 15, 17, 21 

5th Grade 

March 8, 10, 14 

4th Grade 

March 16, 18, 22 

3rd Grade 

March 25, 29, 31 

 

April 13, 15, 19 

 

 

http://www.crestwood.k12.il.us/


 

Building a Foundation One Student at a Time 

January 19, 2022 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

 

Students in grade 5 and 8 will take the Illinois Science Assessment (ISA) on April 5th, 6th and 7th. The ISA 

aligns with our new Illinois Learning Standards in science. This assessment helps families understand 

how well students are performing academically and see whether they are on track to succeed in college. 

The ISA represents Illinois’ commitment to preparing all students for college and careers, including in the 

high-demand science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields. The assessment also 

satisfies federal accountability requirements.  

 

The ISA is designed to reflect classroom experiences. Many students who took the assessment last year 

said the ISA seemed more like instruction than a test. Students do not simply select an answer and fill in 

the bubble of a multiple-choice test. Rather, the ISA pushes students to apply their knowledge when they 

give answers, thus better preparing them for higher education and a career. All students deserve the 

opportunity to demonstrate what they know; they get to see how knowledge is applied to real-life 

situations.  

 

The ISA has three sections and is untimed. The average student time-on-task is estimated at 120 minutes. 

The results provide administrators with important data to help them make broad curriculum decisions at 

the school and district levels. But classroom educators will not use the results to make teaching 

adjustments year-to-year for individual students.  

 

We encourage you to talk with your children about the importance of doing their best on the ISA, while 

communicating that the assessment yields only one piece of information about them and their school’s 

progress. Students’ attendance, classroom work, homework, projects, performance on local tests, 

participation in sports and extracurricular activities, and contributions to the school’s climate and culture 

all help them grow and learn.  

 

We all work together to ensure Illinois students build a cohesive understanding of science over time. 

Thank you for your role in developing lifelong learners and successful citizens. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Ms. Byars at tbyars@crestwood.k12.il.us or 217-

465-5391. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Teresa Byars 

      

 

mailto:tbyars@crestwood.k12.il.us


2022 IAR testing at Crestwood School 

Visit www.crestwood.k12.il.us and click on the IAR tab for more ways to help 

prepare your child for IAR Testing. 

Test Taking Strategies 

❑ Be comfortable but alert.  Choose a comfortable 
location with enough space that you don’t slouch.  
Maintain good posture. 

❑ Stay relaxed and confident.  Keep a good attitude and 
remind yourself that you are going to do your best.  If you 
find yourself panicking, take a few deep breaths.  

❑ Read directions carefully!  This will help avoid careless 
errors. 

❑ Review if you have time.  Resist the urge to quit when 
you complete the exam.  Check to make sure you have 
answered all the questions and have not made any errors 
or mismarked any answers. 

❑ Rely on your first impressions. The answer which 
comes to mind first is often correct.  Nervously reviewing 
questions and changing answers can do more harm than 
good. 

❑ Maintain a positive attitude.  Don’t let more difficult 
questions raise your anxiety or steal your valuable time.  
Move on and find success with other questions. 



2022 IAR testing at Crestwood School 

Visit www.crestwood.k12.il.us and click on the IAR tab for more ways to help 

prepare your child for IAR Testing. 

Ways Parents Can Help… 
 

❑ Encourage your child to do well but don’t 
pressure him/her.  It is important for your child to 
stay relaxed for the test. 

❑ Keep a positive attitude about the test.  

❑ Mark down test days on your calendar so you and 
your child are both aware of the dates. 

❑ Make sure your child gets enough sleep on the 
night before the test. 

❑ Make sure your child gets up early enough so 
that he/she is on time for school. 

❑ Talking about the test with your child can relieve 
stress about test taking.  

❑ If your child has a high level of stress about the 
test, meet with his/her teacher and find out the best 
ways to help your child. 



2022 IAR testing at Crestwood School 

Visit www.crestwood.k12.il.us and click on the IAR tab for more ways to help 

prepare your child for IAR Testing. 

Tips for Taking the Test 
 

❑ Watch your time and pace yourself. 

❑ Read the directions carefully and circle all the 
tasks.  

❑ Read or listen to passages carefully. 

❑ Unless you are 100% sure a multiple choice 
answer is wrong, do NOT change it. 

❑ Use many relevant details to support your 
writing. 

❑ When you are done, go back and make sure you 
answered all the questions.  

❑ Relax.  You know everything you need to be 
successful. 

❑ If you feel yourself experiencing test anxiety, take 
a deep breath and remind yourself to relax.  You 
know everything to do well on the test.  



2022 IAR testing at Crestwood School 

Visit www.crestwood.k12.il.us and click on the IAR tab for more ways to help 

prepare your child for IAR testing. 

Test-Taking Tips 
 

❑ Read all of the instructions carefully.  Read each question 
carefully.  Don’t be afraid to ask your teacher for clarification. 

❑ On multiple choice questions, be sure and read through all of 
the available answers before making your choice, even if you think 
you know the correct answer. 

❑ Not sure which choice is correct?  Try to eliminate all of the 
answers that you know are incorrect to narrow down your possible 
choices. 

❑ Another way to determine the answer to a difficult question is 
to look for clues within the wording of the question itself.  Reread 
difficult questions and highlight important words or phrases. 

❑ If you get stuck on a question, don’t spend too much time on 
it.  Skip the question and go back to it later; there may be questions 
in another section of the test that could jog your memory and 
provide more clues.  

❑ Proofread essay and short answer questions.  Make sure your 
answer makes sense.  Check your grammar and spelling.  

❑ When you have finished your test use any leftover time to 
review all of your answers.  Check for careless mistakes or anything 
you might have skipped.  Reread questions to ensure you haven’t 
misunderstood or misread anything. 



2022 IAR testing at Crestwood School 

Visit www.crestwood.k12.il.us and click on the IAR tab for more ways to help 

prepare your child for IAR Testing. 

Reading Test-Taking Tips 
 

❑ Read the questions carefully.  Look for negative words 
that can change the meaning.  (not, the opposite of, 
antonym, except) 

❑ Try out synonyms in the original sentence. 

❑ Read ALL of the answers carefully. 

❑ Reread parts of the passage to look for answers. 

❑ Make sure you answer the question asked.  Don’t 
choose an answer just because it is a fact from the text.  

❑ Use context clues to define words by reading the 
sentence that contains the word as well as the sentences 
before and after that sentence.  

❑ Practice scanning. 

❑ Look for “order words” to help put events in 
sequence. (first, before, next, then, after, finally) 

❑ Look for the main idea at the beginning and the end of 
the passage. 

❑ Use clues to decide how the author feels. 



Visit www.crestwood.k12.il.us and click on the IAR tab for more ways to help 

prepare your child for IAR Testing. 

2022 IAR testing at Crestwood School 

Math Test-Taking Tips 
 

❑ Always read math problems completely before beginning any 
calculations.  If you "glance" too quickly at a problem, you may 
misunderstand what really needs to be done to complete the problem.  
❑ If you know that your answer to a question is incorrect, and you 
cannot find your mistake, start over on a clean piece of paper.  Oftentimes 
when you try to correct a problem, you continually overlook the 
mistake.  Starting over on a clean piece of paper will let you focus on the 
question, not on trying to find the error.  

❑ Do not feel that you must use every number in a problem when 
doing your calculations. Some mathematics problems have "extra" 
information.  These questions are testing your ability to recognize the 
needed information, as well as your mathematical skills.  

❑ Be sure that you are working in the same units of measure 
when performing calculations.  If a problem involves inches, feet AND 
yards, be sure to make the appropriate conversions so that all of your 
values are in the same unit of measure (for example, change all values to 
feet).  

❑ Be sure that your answer "makes sense" (or is logical).  For 
example, if a question asks you to find the number of feet in a drawing 
and your answer comes out to be a negative number, know that this 
answer is incorrect.  (Distance is a positive concept - we cannot measure 
negative feet.)  

❑ When asked to "show work" or "justify your answer", don't be 
lazy.  Write down EVERYTHING about the problem, including the work 
you did on your calculator. Include diagrams, calculations, equations, and 
explanations written in complete sentences.  Now is the time to "show off" 
what you really can do with this problem.  
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