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Dear Parents and Community Members,

As another school year has come to a close, it is a good time to reflect on the highlights and
accomplishments of the 2014-2015 school year as well as look forward to what might be
expected during the 2015-2016 year.

It’s a delight to acknowledge the positive things we accomplished together as a district and
celebrate those successes.  It was a good year for Crestwood School and here are several
highlights.

 The Crestwood Ecology Team brought home a 3rd place in the Shelbyville Eco Meet.
 Eleven students were recognized as being part of the IESA “Best of the Day” during solo

and ensemble contests.
 Crestwood School became the home to a 2014-2015 Teacher of the Year Finalist which

speaks of the highly qualified staff.
 Student extra-curricular activities were successful adding to the hardware on the walls

and in the trophy cases.  It was exciting to see the 7th grade girls play in the State
Championship Volleyball game and even though they lost the final match to bring home
the second place trophy, it was a close game. (Don’t worry girls, I’m confident you will
get them next year!) The boys’ baseball team won the Regionals to turn around and lose
a close game in the Sectional title game to the eventual state champions.  The 7th boys’
basketball team won Regionals. And at the end of the year, we can’t forget the honor of
sending twenty-three students to the State Track Meet where eight students brought home
eleven individual medals and a new school record was set in pole vault!

 Every 8th grader was given a laptop/surface tablet to use throughout the year and began a
year-long pilot of a 1:1 digital initiative.

 There were twelve new surface tablets in the school library for student use as we try to
get students acquainted with mobile technology. As part of the efforts to strengthen the
technology ability of students, Office 365 training that allows for greater collaboration
was provided for both staff and students.

 The district continues to collect and evaluate data and has been able to show tremendous
growth in several areas.  An example shows 98% of all kindergarten students meeting
reading benchmark for this year getting them off to a good start for later years.  Overall
92% of all K-2 students scored at benchmark level this spring while all 3-5 graders met
benchmark for their individual grade level Dolch words.

 The overall attendance rate of the school PreK-8th was 95.22%.
 The Crestwood bus drivers drove several field trips and extra-curricular trips along with

nine daily routes covering 155,572 miles safely bringing students to and from school.
This was all accomplished with no accidents.



 The food service served 31,789 healthy and nutritious meals while earning perfect scores
of 100 from the Public Health Department for each inspection conducted.

 There were many other successful activities held throughout the year including Pioneer
Days, Learning Fair, Reading Challenges, classroom projects, and grade level music
programs.

 Maybe the most visible mark of success in the community is the opening of a beautiful
high school campus where all students will have the opportunity to grow no matter their
interest. What an accomplishment for the entire community!

Our vision is to create a foundation built with family and community presence in a safe and
academically engaging learning environment delivered by effective teachers to enable our
students to meet tomorrow’s demands. We have made significant headway to that end, but as we
look forward to next year, there will continue to be initiatives or improvements to achieve the
goal.  The vision for next year includes the continued movement to a more digital learning
environment where collaboration will become the norm. We are looking to expand wireless
capability throughout the entire building, which will allow the one to one initiative to continue in
future years. The School Improvement Team has highlighted an emphasis on improving math
instruction as part of a STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) movement. A new
math curriculum will be implemented that contains many on-line components.  We think it will
help students grow and become more engaged in the learning process. We continue to place a
high value on the development of reading skills and that along with RtI will help to ensure that
our students remain successful.  Another new feature for next school year will be a breakfast
program that will serve any student desiring to eat beginning at 7:30 each morning.
We thank you for the important role each of you have played in our district’s success this year.
Your continued efforts on behalf of the students and our community are greatly appreciated.  For
more stories and highlights of the 2014-2015 school year, please visit our website at
www.crestwood.k12.il.us. We are eagerly looking forward to next year!

Lorraine Bailey
Paris Unit 4 Superintendent


